


Chapter 1

The Rainy Day
“Daniel! There are so many toys on this floor that I can’t even see the 
carpet!” exclaimed Dan’s gran crossly, when she came into his bedroom.

It was true. Bleeping robots, flashing cars, remote controls and building 
blocks of every shape, colour and size covered the ground. Dan sat glumly 
in the middle of the mess. Even though he had so many toys, Dan was 
bored.

“I’ve played with all of them a hundred times, Gran,” he moaned. “It’s 
raining and I’ve got nothing to do. When’s Mum coming home?” 



“I know!” interrupted Dan. He wanted to 
say, “I just wish she cared as much 
about me as about that stupid museum 
of hers.” But he didn’t. 

Just then, Gran jumped up and from the 
way her face lit up, Dan knew she had 
an idea. “I’ve got just the job for you on 
a rainy day. It’s time you helped me 
clear out the attic!” Dan moaned. But he 
knew that once Gran had an idea, there 
was no use arguing with her.

Gran put her arm around Dan. “Now, you 
know your mum has a lot of work on at 
the museum. She’d love to spend more 
time with you, but...”



• I can understand both the books that I can 
already read accurately and fluently and those 
that I listen to by making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said and done.

• I can use spoken language to develop 
understanding through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas.

Activity 1:

Making Inferences



Getting to Know Characters
In the first part of the story, we met Dan and his gran 
on a rainy day.

The story has told us some things about Dan and 
Gran but there are some things that we have to work 
out by looking for clues in the text.

What do you think you already know about Dan and 
Gran? Talk to a partner about what you think you 
know or have worked out about them.



Discussing Characters

One had been done 
already for each 
character to get 
you started.
Remember to use 
clues from the text!

Using the ideas we have discussed, fill in the Discussing Characters 
Activity Sheet.
Write short sentences or words around both characters that you think 
describe them.



What Do We Know about Dan?
• He has lots of toys.
• He is bored of all his toys.
• He is messy.
• He lives with his gran.
• He misses his mum.
• His mum works at a museum.
• He doesn’t like his mum’s museum.
• He doesn’t want to help Gran clear out the attic.
• His gran calls him Daniel.



What Do We Know about Gran?
• She thinks Dan’s room is a mess.

• She is cross at first.

• She wants to make Dan feel better.

• She is kind.

• She wants to clear out the attic.

• When she has an idea, there is no use 
arguing with her.



Chapter 2

Lady Lucy

“Don’t be silly,” scolded Gran “It just needs a little tidy up, that’s all... Oh 
drat! I’ve forgotten the bin bags, won’t be a minute!” Gran rushed down 
the ladder, leaving Dan alone in the attic. 

Dan had never been up in the attic before. Everything 
was covered in a thick layer of dust and cobwebs hung 
from the dark, sloped ceiling. “I don’t like it up here, 
Gran. Can I tidy my room instead?” pleaded Dan.

The tiny attic window was casting a slit of light on 
a large rectangular box. The light made the box look 
as if it was glowing. Dan walked towards it and 
without thinking, he lifted the lid.



Inside, was a beautiful china doll. She didn’t look 
like any doll Dan had ever seen before. She had a 
pale, round face that looked hard and soft at the 
same time. She wore an old fashioned silk dress, 
and had ringlets of hair that looked almost real. 
Her lips were painted red and her eyes were 
closed. As if spellbound, Dan picked her up. As he 
tipped her carefully forwards, the eyes popped 
open, revealing bright blue glass. She looked as if 
she were about to speak. Dan almost laughed, 
nervously, at his own silliness.

Just then, he heard the words “Hello boy. I am 
Lady Lucy. Who, may I ask, are you?”



Activity 2:

Asking Questions

• I can ask relevant questions to extend my 
understanding.

• I can understand both the books that I can already 
read accurately and fluently and those that I listen to 
by asking and answering questions.

• I can use sentences with different forms, such as 
question sentences.

• I can punctuate sentences using a full stop.



Who is Lady Lucy?
In the second part of the story, Dan has discovered 
a very old doll who can talk!

If you discovered a talking toy what would you 
think? If you knew the toy was very old, what 
would you ask it?

Talk to a partner about the questions you would 
ask Lady Lucy if you were Dan.



Who, What, Where, When, Why, How?
When asking questions it is helpful to 
begin our sentence with the words 
who, what, where, when, why or how.

We must also remember to end our 
question with a question mark (?).

How many questions can you 
think of to ask Lady Lucy that 
begin with these words and 
end with a question mark?

How?



Questions for Lady Lucy
• Who do you belong to? Who put you in the attic? 

Who made you?

• What time have you come from? What are you made out 
of? What have you seen?

• Where were you made? Where did you live before you 
were in the attic?

• When were you last played with? When were you made? 

• Why are you dressed in old fashioned clothes? Why are 
you in a box in the attic?

• How can you talk? How did you come to be in Gran’s 
attic? How old are you?

How many more can you think of?



Chapter 3

The First Adventure
Dan thought he must be imagining things. But then he heard the voice 
again. “I wonder where I am, and where is dear Vicky?” asked the doll, 
politely. Dan took a deep breath. “Um... You’re in my gran’s attic. 
And I’m, er, Dan.” 

The doll’s voice was now worried. “Oh dear boy, please take my hand, I 
feel quite faint.” Unsure of what else to do, Dan took the doll’s tiny, cold 
hand. As he held it, a tingling feeling began to spread up his arm. He 
gripped the little hand tighter and there was a sudden flash and then 
a powerful thud.

When Dan opened his eyes he was in a 
bright, white room and a girl was looking 
down at him. The girl had long, neatly 
brushed hair and an old-fashioned dress 
that looked brand new. She was smiling. 



“What a funny looking servant you are! How 
strange your clothes are! Did you fall down the 
chimney?” she asked. Dan stood up, rubbing his 
head and feeling very confused. Before he had a 
chance to answer, the girl began talking very 
quickly. “Well never mind how you got here! 
Thank you so much for finding my Lady Lucy! 
She’s been missing for days and you know she is 
really my only friend.” 

The girl took the doll from Dan and kept talking. 
“My nasty governess tells me I’m too old for dolls 
and Papa wouldn’t mind but he’s too busy 
working at the factory to see me... My governess 
tells me children should be seen and not heard, 
but she doesn’t know that Lady Lucy and I talk all 
the time. Has she spoken to you too?”



Finally, a question Dan could answer! “Yes, she has. How can 
she talk?” he asked eagerly. “Magic, I suppose,” shrugged the 
girl. “How rude of me, I haven’t even told you my name. I’m 
Victoria, named after our Queen of course, God save her. But 
you can call me Vicky.”

Dan started to put things together. If Queen Victoria was queen, 
and Vicky had servants and a governess, then that must mean... 
he was in Victorian times! 



Still in shock, Dan started to look around. The room 
was full of toys, but not the kind he was used to. There 
was a dolls house that was taller than him, a life-size 
silver rocking horse, and stuffed animals that looked so 
real they were almost frightening. “So many toys, I 
know” Vicky rolled her eyes, “My Papa owns the 
biggest toy factory in England. I know I’m very lucky 
to be rich when lots of children have to work or live on 
the streets, but all the toys in the world can’t make up 
for having parents who never see you!” This Dan 
understood. Vicky began to cry. 



Vicky stopped when she heard footsteps 
outside the door. “My governess is 
coming, you must go, quickly!” 
Dan grabbed Lady Lucy from Vicky and 
held onto her hand. He felt his arm 
begin to tingle. “I’m sorry Vicky, but I 
have to go. I have to take Lady Lucy 
with me or I might never get home!” 
Vicky nodded through her tears, “I 
think I understand. Please come back 
soon, and promise you will look after 
her!” Dan just had time to promise, as 
the bright light of the flash began, and 
with a crash he found himself back in 
Gran’s attic.

?



Activity 3:

Similarities and Differences

• I can explain and discuss my understanding of 
books, both those that I listen to and those that 
I read for myself. 

• I can give well-structured descriptions and 
explanations for different purposes.



Dan and Vicky – Differences

We have now met two very different children, 
Dan and Vicky.

We know that Vicky is a Victorian child, who 
Dan has visited by travelling back in time. We 
know that Dan is an ordinary modern day 
child.

Talk to a partner about as many differences
as you can think of between Dan and Vicky.



Similarities and Differences
Using the ideas we have discussed, fill in the Similarities and Differences 
Activity Sheet.

Remember to use clues from the text!

Write down how Vicky 
and Dan are different
in the circles on the 
sheet. Write down how 
they are similar in the 
middle of the sheet 
where the circles 
cross over.



Dan and Vicky – Differences

• Vicky lives in Victorian times and Dan 
lives in modern times.

• Dan goes to school and Vicky has a 
governess (a teacher who teaches her in 
her own home).

• Vicky wears old fashioned clothes (a long 
dress) and Dan wears modern clothes 
(a T-shirt, trainers).

• Vicky’s Papa (father) owns a toy factory 
and Dan’s mum works in a museum.

• Vicky is a girl and Dan is a boy.

How many more can you think of?



Dan and Vicky – Similarities

• Vicky and Dan are both children – they 
might be the same age.

• Vicky and Dan can both talk to Lady 
Lucy.

• Vicky and Dan both have a lot of toys, 
but aren’t very interested in them.

• Vicky and Dan’s parents both work a lot 
and are very busy.

• Vicky and Dan would both like to see 
their parents more.



Chapter 4 

“Dolls Are for Girls!”
Dan decided to keep Lady Lucy and his time travelling adventure a secret, 
even from Gran. He spent the rest of the holidays getting to know Lucy, 
finding out all about her Victorian life with Vicky. When it was time to go 
back to school, Dan slipped Lucy into his school bag. “You’ll need to be 
quiet Lady Lucy,” he whispered.

Dan was pleased to see his friends, but he couldn’t wait to get back to 
playing his favourite sport... football! Before the school day even began, 
he raced onto the pitch, throwing his bag into a pile with the others. 

In the middle of the pitch stood Dan’s least favourite person, Billy. Billy 
didn’t even like football. What Billy liked was making Dan’s life a misery. 
“Hey Dweeby Dan,” sneered Billy, “we need goal posts. Give us your bag!” 



Dan usually tried to ignore Billy, but now 
his body was flooded with fear. He glanced 
quickly at his bag. Billy could see the 
panic on his face and moved towards it 
faster than Dan could. 
In an instant, Billy ripped open the bag 
and was holding Lady Lucy upside down 
by one leg. Billy and his friends started 
hooting with laughter. 



“I didn’t know you played with dolls, 
Dweeby Dan!” snorted Billy. “Dolls are for 
girls! And girls can’t play football!” Dan 
jumped at Billy, snatched Lady Lucy and 
ran away as fast as he could. 

“I’m sorry Lucy, I’m sorry 
Vicky,” he panted as he ran. 
He held onto her tight, and 
before he knew what was 
happening the tingling 
feeling had begun.



“Boys’ Toys” and “Girls’ Toy’s”
In this chapter, we met a bully called Billy. Billy said that “dolls are for 
girls” and that “girls can’t play football”.

Do you think Billy is right or wrong? Is there such a thing as toys or 
games for boys or girls, or are all toys and games for everybody?

How do you think Dan felt when Billy and his friends laughed at Lady 
Lucy? What would you have said or done if you were there?



“Boys’ Toys” and “Girls’ Toys”

How might Dan have 
felt when Billy and 
his friends laughed at 
Lady Lucy?

• scared

• upset

• angry

• embarrassed

• worried



“Boys’ Toys” and “Girls’ Toys”
What could you have said or 
done if you were there?

• “Dolls aren’t just for girls. 
Anyone can play with 
them.”

• “Football isn’t just for boys. 
Anyone can play it.”

• “That’s not kind, I don’t 
agree.”

• Told a teacher.

• Helped Dan feel better. 



Role-Play in Pairs
First, we are going to role-play what happened in the story between Dan 
and Billy. In groups of two, one of you will take on the role of Billy and 
one of you will take on the role of Dan.

How do you think Dan’s expression and feelings 
will change from the beginning of the role play 
(when he is excited to play football) to the end 
(when he runs away from Billy)?

How do you think Billy will use his body and 
say the words “Dolls are for girls”?



Role-Play in Fours
Now, we are going to role-play what might have happened 
in the story if someone else had stepped in. 

Join another group of two. 

In groups of four, each you will take on one of the roles of:

• Billy
• Dan
• Two of Dan’s friends who step in to say something

Think about what you might say to Billy 
to help the situation or what you might 
say to Dan to make him feel better.

Try to use some of the ideas from our 
discussion at the start of the lesson. How 
do you think Dan would have felt if 
someone had stepped in?



Chapter 5

The Second Adventure
Dan landed back in Vicky’s nursery with a flash and a thud. “You came 
back!” shouted Vicky joyfully. Dan felt terrible for not keeping Lady Lucy 
safe as he had promised, and told Vicky the story of Billy the bully. Vicky 
sighed. “What a shame things have not changed in your time. There are so 
many things that I would like to do but cannot because they are not 
thought of as girl’s things.” 

“What kind of things?” asked Dan. “Well, like wear clothes that I could 
ride horses and climb trees in,” replied Vicky, looking down at her long, 
stiff dress. “Or become an inventor and design toys. That’s what I really 
want to do. Then I could help Papa in the factory and he would finally 
have to notice me!”



“In my time, girls can grow up to do whatever jobs they like. My mum is a 
famous historian and works in a museum,” said Dan proudly. Vicky stared 
dreamily into the distance and whispered “How wonderful.” 

“It is,” said Dan “but I’d love to do something that would make her pay 
attention to me for once too...”

Dan looked around at all the beautiful, untouched 
toys in Vicky’s nursery. They were the kind of 
things that would look at home in his mum’s 
museum. He thought about all the bleeping, 
flashing, remote-controlled toys in his own 
bedroom. They were boring to him, but to a 
Victorian person they would seem amazing. Lady 
Lucy gave him a look. 

“Might we be coming up with a plan?” she asked.



Activity 5:

Reading into Writing
• I can understand both the books that I can 

already read accurately and fluently and 
those that I listen to by predicting what 
might happen next on the basis of what has 
been read so far.

• I can compose and write narratives for 
different purposes.



What Will Happen Next?
Dan and Lady Lucy seem to be coming up with a plan – but what 
could it be?

How can Dan help Vicky to make her Papa notice her? How can 
Vicky help Dan to get his mum’s attention? How can Vicky 
persuade her Papa that she can design toys one day? 

How will Dan escape from the bullies and prove Billy wrong about 
boys’ and girls’ toys?

Talk to a partner about what you think 
might happen at the end of the story.



The End of the Story
It’s time to turn our reading into writing!

Now we have discussed what we think is going to happen, it’s time for you 
to write the final chapter of the story: The Great Toy Swap.

Remember to use everything we’ve learnt and discussed about the 
characters so far...



Chapter 6 

The Great Toy Swap

Dan explained his plan. He would go back to his time to collect some 
modern day toys that Vicky could give to her papa. In return, Vicky would 
give Dan some of her toys, so that he could give them to his mum for the 
museum. It was perfect. Lady Lucy and Vicky agreed at once. 

Vicky packed a wooden chest full of spinning tops, sailing boats, toy 
soldiers, jigsaws, a train set, a Jack-in-the-box and a Noah’s Ark. Dan held 
on tight to the chest while also holding onto Lady Lucy’s hand. “It’s 
working!” he shouted to Vicky as he disappeared with a tingling flash and 
a loud CRASH.

“Dan, is that you?” called Dan’s mum, sticking her head out of the study. 
“Yes it is Mum and you won’t believe what I just found in the attic. Come 
and see!” he shouted back.

The Twinkl Version



Mum couldn’t believe her eyes when Dan opened the chest. “I’m 
speechless...” she said, touching the toys. “These are rare antiques, Dan. 
They’re going to make the museum a fortune... and YOU discovered them!” 
Dan beamed with pride.

But he had not forgotten his side of the bargain. While Mum ran off to call 
the museum he filled his pockets with transforming robots, whizzing 
vehicles and every electronic toy he could get his hands on. 

Back in Vicky’s nursery, he emptied his pockets and watched the wonder 
and amazement on her face as he showed her how each one worked. Vicky 
got out some paper and started scribbling things down. “I’m not just going 
to give these things to Papa. I’m going to take them apart, work out how 
they work, and give him the designs. Then he’ll see what a great help I 
can be!” Dan had no doubt that she would. But he also knew that he had 
to go... 



Two weeks later, Dan’s photo was on the front page of the newspaper. He 
was smiling broadly and holding up a china doll below a headline that 
read “LOCAL BOY DISCOVERS TREASURE TROVE OF PRICELESS 
VICTORIAN TOYS.” The newspaper report described how the rare toys were 
now part of an exhibition that was going to tour the world! When asked 
how she felt about her son’s amazing discovery, Daniel’s mother replied, 
“I’m so proud of him. I’ve booked a long holiday to celebrate, just for the 
two of us.”

Gran smiled when she read that. 
“Just think, those toys were up there 
for all these years, and I had no 
idea,” she chuckled to Dan. “They 
must have belonged to your great-
great-grandmother, the famous toy 
inventor, when she was a little girl.” 



Back at school, even Billy the bully had to admit that what Dan had found 
was pretty cool, and maybe dolls weren’t just for girls after all.

Dan had asked if he could keep 
Lady Lucy, and of course Mum 
had said yes. It was good to 
know that he could have 
another adventure any time he 
wanted. But he didn’t think 
he’d be rushing off to have one 
any time soon. 




