
Year 3/4 Writing Home Learning: w/b 30th March 2020. 

This week, we are using ‘The Catch’ and ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ as our inspiration for writing. If 

you are unfamiliar with the fairy tale, or just want to read/listen to it again, here are 2 helpful 

links: https://www.dltk-teach.com/rhymes/beanstalk/story.htm  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zurz-pL-uzw   

 

Writing task 1: The Catch – Poem 

We would like you to write a poem about The Catch.  There are different types of poetry you can 

write, including acrostic poem, rhyming, limerick, kenning and haiku.  It is up to you which poem 

type you would like to do but it must link to an element of The Catch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dltk-teach.com/rhymes/beanstalk/story.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zurz-pL-uzw


Writing task 2: The Catch – Instructions 

If you were able to catch the fox from The Catch, what would your trap look like? Design a trap 

in the space below. The trap must be kind to the fox – we want the fox unharmed! Think about 

the materials which would be available in the Amazon Rainforest.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After designing your trap, we would like you to write a set of instructions explaining how to make 

it. The skills we are looking for: 

* Fronted adverbials - when, how or where words/phrases to begin your sentences. Year 4 

should be using a comma straight after (see Writing Task 4 for examples.) 

* Introduction paragraph. 

* Subordinating clauses – using ‘because, when, while, if, until’ to extend your sentences.  

* Chronological order 

* Imperative verbs (“bossy verbs” such as, cut, stick, handle) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing task 3: The Catch – Character description   

We have written a character description of Manu so now is your chance to show off how well you 

can write a character description about the fox.  Remember, as a Year 3/4 child, you have to 

write your description as the fox moves – we have worked on this in class before. Perhaps you will 

write about the fox while it is stuck in the trap or as it runs through the rainforest. Here are 

some pictures of the fox to remind of its appearance – colour, patterns, body parts. How could 

the fox’s actions showcase its personality? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The skills we will be looking for: 

* Noun phrases expanded with modifying adjectives (Year 3: the orange fox; Year 4: the orange 

fox with thin legs.) 

* Co-ordinating conjunctions (but, so, yet, for) to extend your sentences. 

* Can you use inverted commas?! Perhaps the fox can speak?! 

* Don’t forget beautifully joined handwriting. 

 

 



Writing task 4: Jack and the Beanstalk – Diary  

Imagine you are Jack and you have woken up to find a gigantic, green beanstalk growing outside 

your bedroom window.  After careful thinking, you decide to explore this mysterious plant and 

begin to climb. 

Write a diary as Jack explaining and describing the events which happen up and down the 

beanstalk.  The skills we will be looking for: 

* Paragraphs – use a new paragraph for a new time (brand new day or different time of the day), 

place, topic or speaker.  

* Noun phrases expanded with prepositional phrases (e.g. a gigantic beanstalk in the garden.) 

* Fronted adverbials – when, how or where words/phrases to begin your sentences. Year 4 

should be using a comma straight after (see below.) 

* Joined handwriting 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing task 5: Jack and the Beanstalk – Letter 

We would like you to write a letter from the giant persuading Jack to return the hen which lays 

golden eggs or the magic harp.  Make sure in your letter, you give a point and then explain your 

point.  You may want to mind map your point and explanation ideas. Remember, you are trying to 

persuade Jack to give these items back. Here is an idea to get your started: 

Point: The giant misses listening to the magic harp playing. ‘So what?’ explanation: This means the 

giant cannot relax or keep calm when he becomes grumpy. When he becomes angry, he wants to 

eat little children who … 

The skills we are looking for: 

* Paragraphs – an introduction, two reason/explanations and a closing paragraph.  

* Persuasive language …  

* Powerful adjectives, verbs and emotive language.  

* Joined handwriting  


