
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo


 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

  



 

SURPRISES Editing method 

Say in head 

Rehearse in head to listen to what immediately stands out, which sentences are 

you happy with? Unhappy with? Mark anything you think needs to change. 

 

Under breath - mumble 

In a muttered voice, begin to FEEL how the piece fits together- are your 

sentences varied enough? Are your sentence lengths varied enough? Did you 

include short snappy sentences? 

 

Read aloud 

Are there unplanned repetitions? Are your tenses accurate? Does it need 

anything adding in? 

 

Punctuation power 

Look at your use of punctuation, is it accurate? Is it varied enough? Can you 

show that you can use punctuation to help clarify meaning? 

 

Read the openers 

Is there enough variety in your openers? Look at your linking sentences between 

paragraphs, are they strong enough? Is there flow? Improve worrisome words. 

 

Improve vocabulary 

by checking the quality of your word choices, particularly verbs, adjectives and 

adverbs. Can you expand your noun phrases? 

 

Say in head or aloud 

Read it through to listen to how it is now sounding? Have you done enough? Has 

it improved? What more needs to be done? Could you re-order some sentences 

to improve the overall effect? 

 

Emotive and figurative check 

Look at your sentence choices, are there similes, metaphors? What about 

personification and pathetic fallacy? Have you used powerful verbs and 

adjectives? 

 

Share with a friend 

Together can you improve your work in any other ways? Does it feel finished? 



 

A local community came to 
the rescue of a 
neighbouring lighthouse 
keeper last night, after the 
lantern in the lighthouse 
smashed and left 
approaching boats in a 
perilous predicament. 
 
The keeper of Briar’s Rock Lighthouse, Mr 
Harold Thomas, 56, was working in the 
lantern room at the top of the tower, 
when he accidentally dropped the glass 
dome, smashing the glass of the lantern 
irreparably. Mr Thomas was attempting to 
make emergency repairs to the light, 
something he had undertaken a number 
of times during his 20-year tenancy, when 
he tripped and fell backwards whilst 
holding the glass. 

 
Briar’s Rock Lighthouse stands on Briar’s 
Rock above a particularly hazardous strip 
of coastline with rock formations, known 
as Poseidon’s Footsteps.  For over 100 
years, it has watched over Briar’s Rock 
village, which today has a population of 
around 250 inhabitants many of whom 
are fishermen.  Last night, many of those 
villagers had gathered in the local tavern 
to celebrate the end of the annual fishing 
festival when they realised that Mr 
Thomas was in trouble.  When asked 
about his relationship with Mr Thomas 
before the incident, one villager told us, 
“He very rarely comes into the village and 
has always seemed a bit of a loner. I’ve 
lived here for 10 years and I think I’ve only 
spoken to him once!” 

 

Despite begin virtual strangers, the whole 

village come to Mr Thomas’ aid when, 

after smashing the lighthouse’s bulb, the 

worst looked like it might happen last 

night.   Mr Thomas explained, “I was 

horrified after dropping the lantern’s bulb.  

My horror became a nightmare when I 

heard the warning horn of fishing boat 

coming dangerously close to Poseidon’s 

Footsteps. Without the steady light of the 

lantern to guide it away from the rocks, I 

really believed that the boat was 

doomed!”  

 

Luckily for Mr Thomas and the 16 

fishermen on board the boat, the villagers 

of Briar’s Rock also noticed the impending 

disaster and pulled together to ensure 

that the boat avoided the rocks and made 

it safely to shore.  A grateful crew 

member on board ‘Jolly Fisherman’ 

reported that the black night had 

suddenly lit up with hundreds of small 

lights.  He went on explain that with the 

help of the lanterns the ship’s skipper was 

able to steer the boats clear away from 

the dangerous rock formation which was 

only a few meters ahead. 

Members of the local community are now 

assisting Mr Thomas with the repairs to 

Briar’s Rock lighthouse and are planning 

to use the money raised from the fishing 

festival to buy a couple of new bulbs; one 

to replace the broken lantern and one to 

keep in reserve – just in case!   


