
 

 

The Manor approach to the teaching of mathematics  

At The Manor we aim for the children to master mathematical concepts from reception to year six. 
Mastering maths means pupils acquiring a deep, long-term, secure and adaptable understanding of the 
subject. The phrase ‘teaching for mastery’ describes the elements of classroom practice and school 
organisation that combine to give pupils the best chances of mastering maths. Achieving mastery means 
acquiring a solid enough understanding of the maths that’s been taught to enable pupils to move on to 
more advanced material. 

The key aims of the teaching of maths are:  

• to develop fluency in the mathematical foundations and number operations 

• to develop mathematical reasoning through following lines of enquiry, justifying and explaining 
using accurate mathematical vocabulary 

• to develop the ability to solve problems through applying maths in a range contexts with increasing 
sophistication 

• to promote enjoyment in learning through practical activity, exploration and discussion.  

 
Teaching Context  
 
The key learning point of each lesson should be clear to provide a focus so that children see a purpose to their 
maths learning. Pupils will be given the opportunity to experience a wide variety of mathematics activities 
intended to develop their knowledge and skills and then apply them to relevant, real life contexts. The children 
have a 45 minute ‘new learning’ maths lesson in the morning and a 20-30 minute maths meeting session in the 
afternoon.  
 

 Skills are practised in both maths new learning lessons and in maths meetings. This can involve using 
mathematical equipment such as numicon, tens frames, protractors or a thermometer.  

 Facts are learnt by children with the lesson and displayed within the classroom.   
 Vocabulary is discussed throughout the lesson, children are encouraged to use specific vocabulary when 

they talk about maths with their peers, teachers and other adults. When giving an answer they children 
are expected to do so in a full sentence. Mathematical questions and ideas are actively encouraged 
throughout the school.  

 
The main emphasis will be on giving pupils the opportunity to become confident and competent with number, 
we want the children to be able to manipulate number and use this throughout all areas of the curriculum. 
There will also be an emphases on the importance of developing strategies for tackling problems as well as 
introducing different ways in which our pupils can communicate their findings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap or 

Hook  

Aim: To engage 

or check 

understanding

.  

How long? 

3-5 mins  

Whole 

class or 

partner 

work.   

Do it!  

Aim: These questions should 

develop and challenge procedural 

fluency  

(fluency = accuracy, efficiency and 

flexibility) 

 How many? 5 and fly! 

 3 standard questions: ‘What is 
it?’; give straight-forward, 
standard versions of the 

question 
 2 non-standard questions: use 

a different way of representing 
the question, e.g. change the 
order, use word problems, use 

different representation 
 Avoid: ‘nasty’ surprises and 

unnecessary complications; 

keep it simple  

Twist it!  

Aim:: These questions should challenge 

conceptual understanding  

How many? 1 or 2 done! 

 ‘What isn’t it?’: Secure their 
understanding by focusing on common 

misconceptions, reasoning about a 
mistake and when it doesn’t work 
True/False; Agree/Disagree; 

Sometimes/Always/Never; Spot the 

mistake; Non-example; Are they correct? 

Solve it!  

Aim: These questions should further challenge and deepen 

mathematical thinking 

 How many? 1/2 questions 

 Apply and Deepen Understanding: Focus on 
solving problems & applying understanding to a 

new situation 

 Word problem; Empty box/missing number; 
Here’s the answer so what’s the question?; 

Convince me; Open-ended 
questions/investigations; Low-threshold, high-
ceiling tasks; Find all possibilities; True/False;  

 

Maths meetings  

Focus on practising key skills and 

mopping up any issues which arise 

from the weeks work. Opportunity to 

challenge learners or provide extra 

support as necessary.  

The maths meeting is not a 

continuation of the morning session.   


